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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 920127626Grant Recipient:  Cultural Heritage & Education Institute

Project Title: 

Cultural Heritage & Education Institute - Cultural
Preservation Initiative

State Funding Requested: $ 50,000 House District: 10 - E
Future Funding May Be Requested

Brief Project Description:
Start-up funding for a three-year project titled "Sharing Alaska Traditional Knowledge."  The project's
purpose is to create multimedia, bilingual reference material, based on original interviews and fieldwork,
to preserve the cultural knowledge, language and history of the Tanana River Drainage Athabascans
and provide educational material to enhance DEED Alaska Content Standards.  

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $424,590

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

There is no other funding needed

Explanation of Other Funds:

Foundations, organizations and businesses.  

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
A detailed project description is attached as a PDF. 

Sharing Alaska Native Traditional Knowledge is a three-year project of the Cultural Heritage and Education Institute(CHEI). 
The project will combine community-based research and the knowledge of Native elders, to produce a multimedia resource
and offer hands-on training opportunities for Alaska Natives/AMerican Indians. 

The total project budget for the three years is $424,500:
Year 1 $139,800 to train and initiate fieldwork, 
Year 2 $137,000 for fieldwork and research, and
Year 3 $147,700 to produce ethnographical reference. 

The project will benefit Alaska's schools and communities.  The completed work will be shared with Alaska school districts to
provide a resource for fulfilling the cultural and history standards of Alaska Content Standards.

This project has received the support of the Yukon-Koyukuk School District, The Institute for Alaska Native Health
Research, and the Center for Cross-Cultural Studies at the University of Alaska Fairbanks.
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The Cultural Heritage and Education Institute is an Alaska Native-run 501(c)(3)estqblished in 1984.
CHEI is recognized for its summer culture camps at Old Minto using Native elders as mentors which has become a model
for culture camps in the state.  CHEI established the Old Minto Cultural Heritage Camp in 1987.  For twenty summers, in
coordination with the University of Alaska, new teachers in the cross-cultural education program participated in week-long
traditional summer fish camps in Old Minto to learn about Alaska Native culture.  Some of CHEI's other camps have been
for high risk youth, alcohol abuse, developmentally disabled youth and intergenerational groups.

CHEI intends to apply to foudnations, organizations and businesses for funds to complete this project.  The following have
given support to CHEI over the years:  AFN, UAF, Rasmusson Foundation, M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust, U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture, Alaska Humanities Foundation, Alyeska Pipeline Company, ConocoPhillips, Alaska Railroad, Alaska Airlines
and Walmart.

Project Timeline:
Three-year project.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Cultural Heritage and Education Institute

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  Robert Charlie, executive director
Phone Number:  907-451-0923
Address:  P.O. Box 74776, Fairbanks, AK 99707
Email:  chei@mosquitonet.com

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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